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F O R  L A W  F I R M S

Case support
and testimony
Not all cases are worth taking. Not all experts are the right experts. Some of

the best case strategy comes from experts who never testify.

One engagement supports the whole matter: it surfaces the regional insight a theory of the matter is

missing, pressure-tests the argument before opposing counsel does, and proves out testifying experts

against the actual case.

HOW WE DO IT

Our biggest asset is our experts — a meticulously-built pool of regional and technical specialists and management

leads, each with career experience in-region. A team of lead experts ‘deconstructs’ the matter, while Big Red™, our

proprietary agentic model, mines our experts’ publications, work histories, and testifying records to cross-check

candidates against the specifics of your case. The model assists with the formation of tailored queries, while drawing

on our custom databases and relevant contextual data.

WHAT WE OFFER

Case viability assessment

Before resources are committed.

Expert identification and placement

Cross-referenced against work corpus and testifying

history, typically within 24 hours.

Stress testing

Blind queries to expert subsets and proprietary databases,

in practically every regional language.

Opposition-expert vetting

Credential gaps, prior inconsistencies, and points

of exposure.

We work across international arbitration and litigation (ICSID, ICC, LCIA); sanctions, terrorism, and asset tracing,

including FSIA and ATA; maritime and shipping, including charter-party disputes; marine insurance, including war-risk

coverage disputes and matters for underwriters and P&I clubs; energy and natural resources; Islamic finance and

commercial law; and political risk and sovereign matters.

Engagements are flat-rate. Only testifying and affidavit hours bill at the expert’s rate.
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EXAMPLES OF RECENT WORK

01 A law firm acting for the owners of a major asset destroyed by violent non-state actors in the Red Sea

needed to establish the nature, duration, and value of the external support reaching the responsible actor.

Answering that question required assembling evidence from procurement records, financial trails, and

local reporting in several languages — and experts who could evaluate the authenticity and reliability of

each document.

02 We have worked for both the defense and the prosecution in U.S. Department of Justice cases involving

criminal terrorism charges, in damages actions arising from acts of terrorism linked to Libya, Iran, and other

states. We have also supported damages cases arising from commercial plant losses in Libya during the

Arab Spring. Having sat on both sides of these matters, we know what an expert must establish to survive

cross-examination, and what regional evidence — much of it in the original language — is required to

establish it.

03 We have also served as lead expert on the determination of sovereignty and legitimate authority in internal

and cross-border disputes in the region — matters that turn on the historical record, treaty text, and facts

on the ground as much as on legal argument.

04 We have supported a number of commercial matters as well: examples include banking disputes turning on

customary practice, disagreements over interpretation of fiduciary duty under Islamic law, construction

failures, damages arising from negligence, etc.

Red Sea Futures marries three capabilities most clients have to buy separately: research and AI, strategy, and the

capacity to implement. Not every engagement needs all three — clients engage the parts they need.

Bring us your most challenging Red Sea and MENA questions — chorin@redseafutures.com · set up a call at

redseafutures.com. All inquiries handled in strict confidence.

“Unusually deep insight on a complex issue. Red Sea Futures did as promised — within

days assembled a diverse and highly relevant group of subject matter experts who helped

us validate and shape core arguments. The fixed-rate nature of the engagement was a

welcome feature, and the estimated savings were not insignificant. We’ll absolutely use

them again.”

PARTNER · LEADING INTERNATIONAL LAW FIRM
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THE LEADS

A sample of relevant leads includes:

Dr. Ethan Chorin

Founder and CEO of Red Sea Futures; former diplomat and Middle East analyst with more than 25 years working on and in

the Red Sea basin for the US State Department, Dubai Ports, Royal Dutch Shell, and Perim Associates. Author of Benghazi:

A New History, and a forthcoming history of the Red Sea (Harvard University Press).

Captain Roy Facey

A Master Mariner who for over 40 years has been a lead advisor on port master plans, feasibility studies, concession

tender documents, accident investigations, and dredging assessments throughout the Red Sea and Gulf region. His

expertise covers commercial port operations, shipping route planning, supply-chain risk, capacity assessments, and

tariff optimization.

Fatima Abo Alasrar

A Yemen-focused policy and security analyst and MENA Director at Cure Violence. She has been a Mason Fellow at the

Harvard Kennedy School and an international policy fellow at the Open Society Foundation.

Michael Brill

A Ph.D. candidate in Near Eastern Studies at Princeton and a Visiting Scholar in Middle East Studies at Smith College; in

2024–2025 he was a Global Fellow with the Wilson Center’s History and Public Policy Program. He works Arabic-language

commercial and archival records as primary sources — the documentary base that sanctions, terrorism, and asset-tracing

matters are built on.

Dr. Birol Başkan

A political scientist specializing in state formation, regime building, and the international politics of the Middle East. He is

the author of The Politics of Islam (Edinburgh, 2021), Turkey and Qatar in the Tangled Geopolitics of the Middle East

(Palgrave, 2016), and From Religious Empires to Secular States (Routledge, 2014), and co-author of Turkey: The Second

Republic (2024).

Dr. Samuel Helfont

Associate Professor of Strategy and Policy in the Naval War College program at the Naval Postgraduate School and a

Visiting Fellow at the Hoover Institution.

Bring us your most challenging Red Sea and MENA questions — chorin@redseafutures.com · set up a call at

redseafutures.com. All inquiries handled in strict confidence.
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